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INTRODUCTION 


The extreme fertility of the Nile valley and hi handful of large oases, together with 
Egypt's nearness to the pioneering civilizations of the A*ian Near Cast, gave the land of 
the pharaohs a decided advantage over its African neighbors, many n-F whom shared 
the same physical, cultural and! linguistic heritage By 4500 BC r ^gtiiuliure and 
livestock raising were weIG developed r and Egypt'* late Stone Age art was among the 
finest anywhere. In the course of time, the scattered settlements were cunsu-lidrUed 
mto twemain centers of population: Upper Egypt {the southern area, around Thebe*} 
and Lower Egypt (the northern area, around the Nile Delta). Although these halves- of 
the WUlUry >vcre always to firm in distinct in Ccrtiim ways-, and the poEti^al capital 

would often shift from one of these region* to the other, it was the unification of the 
two, about 3000 ts.c,, that initiated Egyptian history as- such, creating the dynastic 

JIFI'M'M'! 

In words and pictures, the present book offers a brief survey of this history from 
unification to the Roman period {which began m 30 EC L including all of dynastic times 
{Dynasties 1-31} and the PtulrinAicera, which ended with the suicide of Cleopatra Vll. 
Combined with this historical sketch is a glance a I ancient Egyptian civilization, 
especially the everyday life and work of the people who let L us such a remarkable 
artistic and cultural legacy. 

We know more about Egyptian life than that uf any ultra ovLliidllon of 
comparable age r nut only from the writings but also from the vast number of images 
that the Egyptians themselves recorded— on sculptured and painted tomb and temple 
walls, Op pepyrus scrolls and in many other media. The Sibctritirtns in this hnnl arp 
based on these source? and on the remaining architectural monuments. 

The captions, though necessarily brief and simple, arc based on the most up-to- 
djitc publications and represent recent interpretations of the evidence as well as 
long-established knowledge. Egyptian proper names can be rendered in English in a 
va r iet y of w ays, and the re is d i Si g ree men! a mu n g schola rs (wi th i n well-de f i ned li mi t s) 
un the da ling of ancient Egyptian events. For both spelling and dating, the present book 
foil o ws the very scholarly 19&7 edition of the catalog Of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. 

The main division* i'sf the book are as follow?: 

(l) Page 4- the unification of Egypl {ca 30D0 DC}; 

{2} Pages 5 19: the Old Kingdom {ca. Z?00-2130 b.cJ— historical sketch -and a 
selection of everyday activities generally valid throughout dynastic times; 

(3) Pages 2Q-23- th* First liUernied] 3 te Period, Middle Kingdom and the Hyksos 
period (-ca. 215O-I550 B.C.); 

(4) Page* 21-43: the New Kingdom (ca. 1350-1070 »r.)—historical sketch and 
everyday activities more particularly related to the New Kingdom, with a special 
subsection on funerary practices (pages 40-43); 

(B) Pages 44-46: later ancient Egyptian history to the Ronrun period. 
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The step pyramid at Slkkara under const ruct tnn_ This 
pyramid w H %g built in Dynasty 3 for King DjoSer (reigned! 
2d<?ro-?.riA& h c}. Dynasties 3-ti constitute the Did Kingdom 
period ica. 2700-2150 R.ri. Many experhs consider the 
artistic achievements of the 03d Kingdom lo be the greatest 
in all Egypt ijn history, and certainly :n the hi Eld at a rchi lec¬ 
ture ih* pyrJJTLSrte. i fCiy<il tombs) of that period WEit never 


surpassed. Djosers pyramid, designed by the architect 

fmhntep, had sjx levels with setbacks, showing the devel¬ 
opment of the form out of the one-story "mastdbii" tomb 
that continued to he used for noblemen This pyramid and 
its huge ceremonial area ‘close io Cairo) are largely pre~ 
served and still admired today, 
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Fisher imn, Fish from the Nile have remained an importlflt food Africa, and Lake Tana in Ethiopia). NJefs and hooks i-rere used by 

source from earliest limes. The papyras-stalk boat, with its professional Egyptian fishermen, spears by hobbyists. Hippos; 

upturned find&, became the prototype for ceriain much targer, were abundart in the Nile and often pos*d a threat. Pharaohs 

elaborate Egyptian river crafL In its orgina! simplest form it is still would hunt them in a traditional ritual noblemen would hint 

in use in parts of Africa today ias on ULe Chad in north-central them (or sport 





























\ farming scene a] Ling rhe Nile, Th^ arable land was. juet a 
narrow Strip or. either side of the river, with dpserf jnd 
barren hills beyond. In the foreground i±s a shaduf fan Arabic 
wordx a. hand-operated sweep Fur raising water for irriga- 
r:£in. t he oou n te rwe igh [ lifts I he htSed bucket, The ihadut, 
invented in tiitr OtcJ Kingdom period, ls still used in Egjrpt 
& 


land India , 1 today. In I he background are houses made of 
reeds with wooden frameworks Because of Egyptian rc- 
spi'rl fnr tradition, this; type d f construction wae echoed 
even in granditise architecture The farmer is using a typical 
boe to break up the soil. The principal Crupb were grain fnr 
food, and flax, for (linen} clothing- 


















































A priesi studying the slars, Egyptian astronomy never 
became a mapr throretkal science, bill was used for 
calendrical purposes. The very complex calendar could only 
be fully understood by thn priests, v^hich bolstered their 
position in society. Pne&ts also served local ar.d rat ton a I 

gods=. lAlhtnigud twCdrtrte extremely popular 'p^i-pnding hii; 


territory and taking over tht powers and duties of numer¬ 
ous- minor Eods}, his priesthood might grow rich and 
influential, even politic ally. This was the case in Dynasty 5 
with the sun god R* (originally from rhedty of Heliopolis) 
and n Dynasty lfl with Anton (originally □ god of Thebes 
and vLciri ty». 
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times, exhibiting expedition* were undertaken to desert 
area* to obtain juatthe eight stone for a given purpose. The 
stone wit hauled to the nearEst point on ths* Nile, ,ind then 
shipped to the conetfuetior^ s.te. Smiths remake quarrip* wt^re 
hard labor area* for convicted criminals or pc isoners 


Qua rryiuetL They are splitting (>ff blucks of stone With the 
aid of wooden wed gen and boiling water. Stone of various 
grades and noSors was plentiful in the desolate hi Us that 
flanked both banks of the Nile, and it was natural for the 
Egyptians to make generous use of this material in pyra¬ 
mids, tombs of the nnbility, fort]esses, laces, temples and 
nth*!- buildings intended to be permanent [if not eternal). At 


used as 
of war. 
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A sculptor carving a low-retici wall decoraI i on, Low relief 
sculpture (in which the- flaunts Stand Out only slightly from 
the back^roundf was used on palate, tomb and temple walla 
$ \ nuny different periods of Egyptian history,, especially In 
the Old Kingdom. (In lhe Mew Kingdom, sunken relief, in 
which the outlines of thefijjurEs arc recessed into the wall 


surface, was more popular.) Draftsmen drew the contours 
of the figures for the sculptor to follow. The mythological 
scene being carved here depitty the separation of the sky 
(the goddess Nut) (mm the earth (IIwgod Cek lying on the 
ground ) t accomplished by the god ot the air Shu (with arms 
rai&ed in support), 
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Fainting interior wall decor ilicms, The stunt* wall was 
smoothed with piastre and then a light grid ai squares was 
drawn wlHi She aid of ropes. These &quare& r corresponding 
to the small ones covering the sketch originally drawn on 
papyrus, mailt* it na*y to transfer the drawing to iKe wall. 
Assistants are mixing colors. Oil Lnipy illnininal-P tht* 


worEf mg a rea Fa i n ted wa 11 decoration reached i ts heigh t a nd 
grealest extent In the New Kingdorn. This mural depicts a 
pharaoh, wearing the White Crown of Upper Egypt H greet¬ 
ing the goddess Hathor, who has cow's- horns in her 
headdress and holds an^dWr ("life?* - ) sign. 
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4 kitchen scene, in the foreground women are grinding griirtcn a eating and for rt'irte making. Comparatively tittle meal was eaten, 
typical saddle-shaped grindstone and baking loaves of bread in but fish was important, since the Nile produces some very tasty 

typical cone-shaped molds. Cereals, especially fcarley. were also and nutritious species. In the middle background a woman is 

used for nuking beer, a favorite drink. Fruits, melons, beans and cooking a fish-in the far background. Fish a re hanging up to dry in 

ireen vegetables were commonly eaten, Grapes wtre grown for the sjh. 
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A wen)thy My applying eye ihadow, Cosmetics, vanity 
tables mirrors, jewelry, elaborate wigs, &heer Hnsn gowns 
and beautifully carved, joined and :nlatd furniture were all 
part of a wdl-tc-do woman's existente But Egypiian 
women were not merely ornamentdl. They had dtJr-Cllt 
legal rights of property, and a fair amount of f rend run in 

W 


divorce, In rays I families the female line was the key to 
inhering the throne, and a number of pharaohs yarned 
their -status by marrying or ad-jpUn^ roydi w^mcn. 3rs the 
N hiw Kiitgdurn., Queen Tiy r. wife of the sndolent A m r nophis 
Ell r wns the powe r beh i nd t he th rone, a nd Queen H ats hepiu t 
made herself pharjuh! 
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Children's toys and Children’s amusements h,iye 

remained pretty miith rhf same 4 juuiuI ?he world antf 
ihroughtmt his^nry, at least up to the present high-tech¬ 
nology era. In ancient Egypt r there wcr? toy animah jnd 
figures with movable parta and WLth ifl echa n ica3 devices 


using threads and pulleys, Ball panics {including stick-and- 
ha!3 games), wrestling, gymnastics and acrobatics were 
popular w r iih ,il] ages. A great variety of board games were 
also in use. like the game of sfnrf being played by Ak hen a I eri 
and Nctcrtiti in the llluatration on page 32. 
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Merit ubotep II receiving Asian ambassadors. The cen¬ 
tralized authority of the Old Kingdom (Dynasties 3-6; mk 
pagES 5 and 0? collapsed as various provincial governors 
seized power lora 11 y. The bu ■ -*j lied First In term cd id t £ Fe nod 
(the brief Dynasties 7 Id) was a time of civil war and chaos 
lasting several decades. A ITietwn family rose to the top as 

10 


Dynasty 11^ initiating the Middle Kingdom (Dynasties 11 
dr.d 1L ca.2l3D-l760 u C.). I hegreatert phaTJoh of Dynasty 
II was Mentuhotep II (feigned ca. 2060 201 O k r J, who 
completed the reunification of Egypt *nd restored its 
international prestige The Middle Kingdom was to become 
another hi^h point oF Egyptian culture 


















































































































- A , 






1 


mpvtd bdkck noTth* h> P >r>a4 ^ t2 ' ^ capita] 

<- 4^t c *■* F ^-- Sis 

s«™ t* HI L^dedT c ^ u ' k " S * SOstrii r -«i 


- — ■ &*$$$> — -A,/, -- 

- +v+**3&s&'f< 

^SSStK^TT'’ TI,eM “' K, " Bii ™ 

InthefipJiJj.Fr I— ■■■ tgyphan language and Jit erasure 


21 




























£ 

r * 

m aj 

*-"3, 

a 8 

3 Q_ 

£ c/T 

_C_ 0.1 

T3 

□j -n 
4- C 

g S 

C 1 p-, 
^ DJj 

-!—" l^l 


M TS 
C £ 

z m 
I g 

21 

E 

T 0£ 


“ JS 
nS -’H 

Z =“ 
e a 


S -E 
E £ 

ip p 

x E 


■g 1 oft 

t -S 

_s £ 

o-i 

H &■ 

-g s 

-§ £ 
to e , 
e e= u-. 

"S “S c 

■£ 'i a 

^3 ^ ^ 


-r 5 k 5 


■J^ p 

M 


% I 

.2 3 


■ EH> 

: f 

: or 

• 3 


8* 


— a o 
e '0.-S 


p " _c t; 

S J5 *1 _g 
s^i 
- t cT 

t i £ « 

*> G E “ 

fi- g 

■U 

-= „ 
JC E = ■£ 

£ 

III £ 

■ _ 1 KA 

u c □ 

g«. l i 

M -s '« 

w > 2 o 
1 ■% O „ 

.c ' "o _"tj 

•Is 1 


0J t 

^ t 
-n t 
x; * 

^ r S 

■■_ -E 

> v 

> 3 

G g 
<u ^ 
tS T3 
3 


^ f 
^ Ts 

“3 *? 
-a 


o O 


3 

■L lT 

? c 

qj -n 
-a « -P O 
» P " P 

.5 .5 a S 
* £ ° n 
£ fc & 5 

3 £.| I 

< e a s 


£ I 

LJ_i "3 

O -C 

trt ^ 

-Pi T3 

e g 

o * 
“ >, 

■Or !_J 

“ ^ 

^ e 

!i 

i- „ 

> na 

2 2 


22 
































» ^ A S 

■=1 :<| £ £ -q 

j ju* ^ '!Li 

^ s &o S 

§ OS S'! 

j - £ J 5 

E **■ - '? - 

^ ob ^ >1 

on oj ^ 

S *■ S S j: 

g ,y 

"D — t f 

jj « > 5 

—^ on £ ■’□ 

9 -5r **" 

G Z -K ,g 


r-. 0 J5 ^-c 

i—' jj ■*■■ 11 J-r 

>■ *s 

i-a 


t fly 

n ** 


Oj 

-Ci 


o ^ 

on u 

£ if 


•gSl 

° un -n 

g a » 

1 <1 

D (3 J _C 
_E +- 

iA — _>-, 

s'B’* 
c v C 


—■ Si 
ru ?-, 

y to 
-3 w 


’C ^ s 

4i s. 

M = s 

£# * 

-it 

BO O ^ 
i-^ Wj C 


0. E 

■2 g 

i: 

£ g 

2 B 

nJ □1 

^ y 

fc a_> 
E J= 
v- ^ 
£ o 

►E m> 

■g | 
S JR 

^ > 
b s 

S| 

* r= 

■_ i. 


t? - 

on 

+- .. 

s ^ 

-§ “ 

S 3 

1*0 


on TJ flJ 
■■* -i- s -' -E^ 

*J J =S ■ LJ 

sj!S 

<■* s i 

--_. +- OJ _i 

2 <2 * ” 

JS - w q 

B h “S § 

r ? »j s 
: 

mx jj o 

^ MIX ^ 

? = H -S 

b f? 5 

e _E 2 -3 

_ 5 O- 

^ EiS 3 
« O q ^ 
3 "o a gfc 

[£j ",7] 

^ E 

" c .i iS 

3^ M'S 

^T3 9 

^ c e « 

^ rti £ 

w t; D 

■ J >1. on 

£ LiJ 3 r* 

E. ^ a 

O ta tj -J, 
- c _t* -? 
t: "o 3-. 

ti *d c jl. 

q.- n S 
p iu 3 x 

C in -L JLa 


























„ ■ • v.,' 


B 55 i J ■ ■ • - 1 ‘TTT T TnT"rnTr 




IU 

faw& 


¥ f/\-\ 

f ' y . rj 



J— F', _ 




shot 



m i 

jHa l 

/ V 



\ _ §r,- 


11U U. l ! 1! i i IT. 



* ! /■■ A \ 

. ////**%&// 

^ * V\ 

Vr / 



A New Kingdom banquet. The Naw Kingdom, gr Fmpirp 

P+Tind (DynanH^ lS-lflj r\a 1 . 5 . 5 n-lfl 7 n At ) r i^ frhp p.irl- nf 

Egyptian his Lory best known Lo must people toddy because 
ol the ex lent and richness of the material remains (both on 
site* and in museums.?, the outstanding personalities of 
24 


some oi the rulers, and the extraordinary fame of Tutan- 
khamon's tomb furniture It wa? ^ pprind nf rnn^rioir dy 
planned military kk. pans. an, with Egypl"s hoi dec s i etching 
thrn creates I extent and her hand! lying heavily over much 
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of E he N ea r Ea? E F a rf lu ng in tB rna t ion al trade 1 was boom In g r 
ifiJ luxury p n>d.-j rts poured into thy CfMintry. 3 long With 
such culture! influences as head ip r music and more volup- 
t uous dance [from Asia' 1 , A feature of h^b life frequently 
represented in New Kingdom wall painting was the ban 


queln with the participants wearing cones of perfume on 
thpEr hp.adc; ^nd hii-ing ^nfert^ij ip*f hy a variety of musical 
instruments. The monkey is an exotic pet From tropical 
Africa lo the south. 
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A New Kingdom villa. Many wealthy Egypt i-ant h-ad 
Country vjJias. which ar* fffcijiient-liy depicted itl tomb wall 
p^irtinRS 'Despite their preoccupatlon wirh ihp afterlife. 
Egyptian* were noJ morbid about death, but were taking 
measures lo cop tin ye, or perhaps increase, the enjoy merit 
IB 


that their earthly eKislence had givEr them.I As in a\\ hot, 
dry count He*, a gaTden with .q priHil was. a Euv-jrk-nj^ plejsnre, 
prcividing ranlneis ah wti II -r- ftilil. Cal'S were favorite pets; 
the it fir&t domes tjeatiun in history mdy Have been in tsypt 
in Middle or New Kingdom times 






















































































































Sculptors cutting and polishing a statue* Colossal sculpture 
was a typical feature of the New Kingdam r when there wfct 
drarly a desire-to stun rhp TnulHtudp and perhaps hi impress 
the numerous foreign dignitaries. This statuE of the para¬ 
mount god Am or-Re is jo tall l hat the art iit s mu at work on 
a special scaffolding. The priesthood of Amor-Re, with 

headqu-arro-rs in Th^b^y, was poss b]y lln- biggest pr-.ipprty 


owner in the country. Egyptian sculpture is grandiose and 
monumental, largely because sculptors avoided extreme 
positions uf Hiniii.. I eg ^ and body. Whether shown standing, 
sitting, kneeling or squatting, statue? essentia I Ey remained 
soMd blocks oi atone with no lightly connected or widely 
projecting parts. 
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Raiding ail obelisk for Queen Ualskepsul, Hafahepsul 
(reigned 1490-1470 &.C-J, the most fascinating woman ?r 
Egyptian history be toe Cleopatra, was the wife of Tucbmo- 
&]£ II, the fourth pharaoh of Dynasty is. While regent for 
her orphaned stepson (later Tuthmosis III), she proclaimed 
herself monarch. Her reign wj* peaceful and marked by 
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no! able artistic efforts* One of these was the installation of 
an nbehsx a single block of granite quarried upriver at 
Aswan (see map, page 2 }— in the grounds of the great 
templeof Karnak at Thebes. Obelisks, connected with snlar 
iwcirship since the Old Kingdom, may have originally rep¬ 
resented the first hiil that appeared on earth 
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Halsliepsiit's moflUiiry temple. The queen's greatest 
mUnu client to herself was ihis temple nn the west bank o: 
the Nile opposite Thebes, in whith she to be worshiped 
after her death It is the larger structure, nn the right the 
smaller one being the temple built tar himself by Meat Li ha- 
t«p II Dynasty il (tee pj&R 20). Not far away air awdi 


other major tourist sites as tke Valley ni the Kings, Valley of 
the Queers and the "Colossi of Memoon." Hatshepsut's 
■uccwwraj Tufthmo&is III and Amfrnophle [Ampnhotyp) II, 
wfere great warriors, but were followed hy pharaohs who 
loved their P3!iv and ru'eC hy diplomacy arid political 
marriages. 
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Akhcnaten an J his queen Ntf^rtiti playing Strut. The most 
L[jntr<rv«rbial figure rn Egyptian history. Amen aphis IV 

'!l Cii^iiL'il I 305-13^ B.i. \ 'Ji JisgvJ ti3s name Li_r AhhtJ'iilLen 

after transferring bin worship Irom the many nation jJ suds, 
headed by Amon-RE, ta Aten, the solar diyk r in a nearly 
exclusive cult The stiff resistance to his intention of 


converting the whole country ted. tu Ills Lieut ion of a new 
capital ciiy far from Thebes, in the area oF present-day THI 

el-ATf^mp £aee map,. pu^jL - 2). The aft ih&l he comrma sinned 
vvbs urJike thatof any other reifin. showing the ray al family 
in many nonce re mania I activities. The noble hymns com¬ 
posed Id Aten may have influenced the E'sdhu* of DdVfcd. 
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A gold mummy-nusk &f Tutankhamon. It h not dear 

exactly whit blood relationship Akhenattn'i: young suc¬ 
cessor Tu tank ham on (reined 13^7-1337 &c) bore to him, 

but thp hny certainly hec-Ame * son-in-law pf Alcli^nitfn, At 
any idle., as bis name shows, Tulanktuvnon was back in the 
*oJd of the god Amon-Re, tordly overshadowed as pharaoh 
by traditLona3j£t advisors, generals and priests, More strik¬ 


ing than anything in hifi bripf lifp was thp disnovpry nf his 
tomb in 1*22— the first tomb found up to that time that had 
not been CKtcrtSively looted in andent Times. The magnifi¬ 
cent objects found by J-ioward Carter aeturt.iEht.-d the world, 
a.nd ire still tha primary attraction far most visitors to the 
Egyptian Museum in Cairo. 


















































































A pectus a] from TLil-ankhdiiiOil'* tomb, I hit. Otildirttilt F 
worn on the chest, shorts a scarab beetle with hawk's 
feathers, several urac-uj eebra-s, and the eye of Horus (*ee 
pa^e 11). Dynasty IS ended about tturty years arter Tutan¬ 
khamen's death, its last ruler being the capable general 
Kuremfirk who rt^tured the LLmeept □£ the wd trior 

M 


pharaoh and 5 1 TPngthensd the government's hand at home 
and abroad a tier decades of increasing weakness. Horem- 
h-eb's vizier Ichiet itiinielerj bounded Dynasty %O f taking the 
name Ramses T. Egypt was still 10 he a major power in 
Dynasty 19 , hut times hid changed and her rivals we a e i\ow 
too strong for her to dominate the Wear East. 
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The lempleat AbuSimbeL Even though R amsce II added bis 
fum? to many statues and structures actually built by 
prpdpnpssm-s, And even* though his actual constructions 
were of ten not a? fine an th? best e?rliei“ work, nevertheless 

he Iclrt us spine very impressive rtmindurs of his reign. 3 hi? 

36 


nao»t famous nowadays is his double temple in htmcsr of 
himself and his wifp (hut technicaily sacrec to various gods) 
ai Abu SimbeLIn Nubia (see map, page 2). The four statues 
of Rdmsea are 66 feet high. The temple hdlls r passage and 

&-:inclury were eyI directly into che cliff. In the 3 when 































the lower-lying portions of this part of Nubta were sched¬ 
uled to disappear beneath the mar,-made Lake Nasser, as an 
jJjuLiCl to the new Aswan High Bam, international fescue 
teams moved 33 local temples lo new sites Anumjs them 
I His Abo Simbel iacflple. whirh wjh rut into blocks and 


resembled 21ft Fppr Farther up, on a Elat space a.top the 
original cl iff»This wasone of the mo&t remarkable' engineer¬ 
ing feats of modern times. Abu SiTT.be] JG now even a greater 
tourist attraction than ev€f before. 
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AfL embalming workshop. Sines Egyptians believed that the 
preservation ot Ehc body was a prerequ ^re For eternal life. 
I hey praL'IiC&dcmbaLmingrUr muimmfkflLLun- The internal 
organ? were reiruivetl fiom the corpse and pieced tor burial 
in f ou i' ia r& (kn own as Ca nopic ja ra) withanimalandhu mill 
head* (representing protective gods). The foody was 


( learLsedr specially treated and lightly wrapped- The sculp¬ 
ture of the jackal depict? ihe mortuary god Amibi* Thp 
human headed bird shown in the lower left rornur is the ha. 
an aspect of the soul lhal could travel far from the tomb but 
had to return there. 
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Assyrian soldiers besieging Ihebub. Alter the New King- 
dom, Egypt fell <m troubled times. DynaitEe* ll-li Cl 070 - 
7SG &c) H suiiittimes grouped as the Third Intermediate 
ftriod, saw the nation split in two rsncp more, with weak 
pharaohs az Tan s in the north and counter-pharaohs at 
Thebes- in the south, The more capable pharaohs- who 
rininised the country in. Dynaetie* 22 31 were no longer 

14 


native Egyptians, but Libyans who had settled in Epypt 
before seizing power. The Dynasty IS rulers, oil the other 
hand, were Nubians {also referred to a& Knehitea or Ethi¬ 
opians} Thiil dynasty fell after invasions by Assyria, which 
I'ijJ jepidifd the HittitF^ as Egypt's rival in the Near East. 
Thebes was totally plundered.. 
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The f'Efsian conquest of Egypt. Dynasty 26, hradfd by 
native rulers utile more, w-ih their capital at hai& in the 
Delia, was the last glorious period of Egyptun iivdepen- 
dyriLF, enjoying 3 great upsurge of art i&tic activity. (The Old 
Kingdom was now the admired and imitated mudeU This 
dynasty fell 10 the invading Persians, Jed by their monarch 


Ombyses N. in 325 e.c During PeraLijn rule (Dynasty 27), 
Check traders and mercenaries continued to enter northern 
Egypt in significant numbers. The grea! Greek historian 
Herodotus, who visited Egypt about 45Q b.c, has left u& 
valuable information about this era 
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